THE ORLANDO CONSORT

Formed in 1988 by the Early Music Centre of Great Britain, the Orlando Consort is established as one of Europe’s most important vocal ensembles. Their work successfully combines captivating entertainment and fresh scholarly insight: the unique imagination and originality of their programming together with their superb vocal skills has marked the Consort out as the outstanding leaders of their field. In recent times the Consort has also attracted praise for their highly imaginative programming of contemporary music and jazz, and for their outstanding education projects that are specifically designed to involve amateur musicians of all ages (from 9 upwards) and abilities.
 
Their impressive discography for Saydisc, Metronome, Linn, Deutsche Grammophon and Harmonia Mundi USA includes a collection of music by John Dunstaple and ‘The Call of the Phoenix’, which were selected as Early Music CDs of the Year by Gramophone Magazine in 1996 and 2003 respectively; their CDs of music by Compère, Machaut, Ockeghem, Josquin, ‘Popes and Anti-Popes’, ‘Saracen and Dove’ and ‘Passion’ have also all been short-listed. Their 2008 release of Machaut’s ‘Messe de Notre Dame’ and ‘Scattered Rhymes’, an outstanding new work by the young British composer Tarik O’Regan and featuring the Estonian Philharmonic Chamber Choir, was short-listed for a BBC Music Magazine Award. They have recently begun a new long-term project to record all the polyphonic songs of Guillaume de Machaut with Hyperion Records and the first CD in this series was selected by the New York Times as one of the Top 10 classical recordings of 2013.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Consort has performed at many of Britain’s top festivals and have made numerous visits to France, Holland, Belgium, Germany, Italy, Sweden, Poland, the Czech Republic, Estonia, the USA and Canada, South America, Singapore, Japan, Greece, Russia, Austria, Slovenia, Portugal and Spain. They have been artists-in-residence at a number of universities, including Bangor and Durham, and frequently hold workshop sessions at universities and music conservatoires around the world. Other recent highlights include their return to New York’s Carnegie Hall and performances of their ‘Mantra’ project, exploring historic Portuguese and Goan music with the brilliant tabla player Kuljit Bhamra, in Singapore.

Their programme Voices Appeared, silent cinema and medieval music, is taking them to several tours throughout Europe and the USA. They made it in Spain in 2016 for the FEMÁS (Festival de Música Antigua de Sevilla) and will do it again next June 2017 in Jaén, closing the Festival Internacional de Música de Úbeda. 
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